
 
Brad LaBadie 
Brad graduated from UW-River Falls with a degree in Conservation and 
worked as a Park Ranger at Eau Galle Recreation Area in Spring Valley, WI. 
He has been living in River Falls for over 15 years and has been a member 
of the coop for almost that entire time.  Brad and his wife are excited to be 
raising their daughter in this great community.   A few of his 
interests/hobbies include beekeeping, cooking, gardening, music, creating 
glass art, and hiking with our two energetic dogs. 
 
What strengths or talents do you feel you have that would be assets to the 
board?  
A few of my strengths are dedication, creative problem solving, and having 
an open mind. I recently attended the Cooperative Board Leadership 
training and The Small and Strong Conference.  I hope to use my 
knowledge that I learned from these experiences to better serve the Co-op 
community.  
 
Have you ever served on a board before? If so, what type of board, and 
how would you describe your experience? 
I have served on the the WE Market Co-op board from Sept. 2016-Present. 
The experience has opened my eyes to the complex challenges that 
co-ops face in today's market.  I have also enjoyed getting to know others 
that are dedicated and passionate about the Co-op.  We have a bright 
future ahead!  
I have also been serving on the Town of River Falls Park Board since 2015. 
It has been a rewarding experience working with other board members 
and volunteers on improving the park system. 
 



What role do you see the Co-op playing in the community over the next 5 
years? 
The Co-op is doing great things.  I see it having increased awareness in: 
educating the public on the importance of eating healthy, supporting 
local farmers, environmental issues, and overall health and well being.  
 
When asked what motivated Brad to run, his reply was… 
I want to be on the board because I believe in the mission of WE Co-op.  A 
few months ago I had the opportunity to temporarily join the board when 
a member stepped down.  As a result I have learned a lot about the Co-op 
and how it functions.  I hope to take advantage of this experience to help 
ensure the Co-op's continued success for many years. 
 
Supporting the Co-op can help transform the food system into one that 
connects us to local producers and our environment.  What we purchase 
and the things we eat have an impact on the environment.  By shopping at 
the Co-op we can support sustainable agriculture and reduce our 
ecological footprint. 
 


