
 
Robin Boles 
Hello, I am Robin Boles.  I am excited for the opportunity to finally run for 
the Whole Earth Market Co-op Board of Directors.  I visited River Falls on a 
recommendation over twenty years ago, and it quickly became home.   The 
Co-op has been a part of my River Falls experience from the very first day 
of my arrival and has played a vital role in shaping my community since. 
For the past 17 years, my husband, Tyler, and I have owned and managed 
a local, small business where we have had the opportunity to be a part of 
the downtown business community.  We have three teenage children, 
Huck, Gus, and Ruby, who continue to teach me new things every day and 
provide for endless entertainment, being some of the most interesting 
people I know.  I am grateful that we have this community to raise them 
where they can move freely and confidently, and I know there are 
supportive arms all around to help pick them up if they fall.  Again, the 
Co-op and the community I have found through it are a significant part of 
that safety net.  To help shape and sustain the Co-op and its community 
for the continued growth of the community at large is why I am running for 
a position on the Board of Directors. 
 
What strengths or talents do you feel you have that would be assets to the 
board?  
I have several strengths that I believe would make me a great asset to the 
Co-op Board including excellent written and oral communication skills, 
tested problem-solving skills, and networking.  I am a creative and critical 
thinker, meaning I like to consider new and/or different ways of 
approaching problems or issues, and I don't just take things at face value. 
Other skills that may prove useful to the Co-op Board are bookkeeping 
and grant writing, and my positive demeanor and attention to detail might 
also be a plus to have around. 



 
Have you ever served on a board before? If so, what type of board, and 
how would you describe your experience? 
Over the past 20 years, I have served on a variety of local boards and 
committees including Hammond Art Alliance (HAA), The River Falls BID 
Board, and the RFSD Food Service Advisory Committee, as well as acting 
as Chair of the Farm to School Sub-Committee.  Through these and other 
commitments, I have become familiar with and have a clear understanding 
of basic board and committee procedures.  As a founding board member 
of HAA, I was directly involved in creating the organization, which made 
me very aware of the importance of clarity of vision and direction for the 
success of an organization. 
 
What role do you see the Co-op playing in the community over the next 5 
years? 
You are what you eat!  That's what they say, so of course the core of 
community will center around food.  I believe the Co-op has the 
opportunity to embrace the role of raising a new food awareness by 
providing products that are consistently of good-quality, locally-sourced, 
sustainably-produced, and fairly-traded in addition to educating its 
customers on the multi-faceted nature of food and food choices.  By 
raising awareness and understanding how to speak with our dollars, 
perhaps we can hope to end the exploitation of food and those who 
provide it; perhaps then we can start to heal ourselves and the planet.  
 
When asked what motivated Robin to run, her reply was… 
I have recently scaled back my own business to provide for more time to 
give to my family, my home, and my community.  I have been a member of 
the Co-op for over twenty years, and I now have the opportunity to step up 
and serve the Co-op and its community in a more meaningful way than 
simply as a shopping member. 
 


